
  

 
 

THE 10TH NDIZOTHEKA EMINENT 

SPEAKER: Prof. Sosten Chiotha, 

Speaker Bio: Professor Sosten Chiotha currently holds 

the position of Regional Director at the Leadership for 

Environment and Development (LEAD) in Southern and 

Eastern Africa. Before this, he was the first Board Chair 

of the Malawi National Commission of Science and 

Technology. He also worked as the Research 

Coordinator at the University of Malawi and is currently 

serving as an Advisory Board member of the Southern 

Voices on Climate Change (SDV). He holds a Bachelor of 

Education degree from the University of Malawi, a 

Master of Science in Medical Parasitology from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 

Medicine, and a PhD in Marine, Estuarine, and Environmental Science from the University of 

Maryland, USA. In recognition of his contributions, Professor Chiotha was awarded an honorary 

Doctor of Laws by the University of Dundee in the UK in 2022. 

 

Theme: Enhancing agricultural growth and diversification 

Date: Thursday, 25th January 2024 

Venue:  Bingu International Convention Centre (BICC), Lilongwe, Malawi  

DRAFT PROGRAM  

02:00 pm Registration and Guests Seated [Virtual and Physical] 

02:30 pm Welcome Remarks: Mr. William Chadza, Executive Director, MwAPATA Institute  

02:35 pm Eminent Speech: Prof. Sosten Chiotha, Regional Director, LEAD Southern and 

Eastern Africa   

03:05 pm Panel Discussion 

 Mrs. Gunda, Farmer, Lilongwe 

 Mr. Pearson Soko, Director of the Department of Agriculture and Extension, MoA 

 Dr. Thabbie Chilongo, Senior Research Fellow, CARD, LUANAR 



  

 
 

 Jeremy Venable, GDA Manager, Pyxus 

  Dr. Geoffrey Kananji, Director of Science, Technology and Innovations, CAT 

04:00 pm Open floor discussion (30 min) 

04:30 pm Key Takeaways: Dr. Thomas Munthali, Director General, National Planning Commission 

(NPC) 

04:40 pm Closing Remarks: Dr. Agnes Mwangwela, Deputy Vice Chancellor, Lilongwe University of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources (LUANAR) 

04:45 pm End of Programme & Cocktail 

 

 


