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Motivation for data collection
Reliable information about food commodity prices is crucial for policy 
making
Informs market interventions to improve food security and nutrition and 
build the resilience of communities
However, smallholder farmers often sell commodities in informal 
markets, without transactions being officially registered
Hence, difficult to collect such price information
IFPRI Malawi bridges this information gap by collecting retail and 
farmgate prices of major food commodities using innovative digital 
technologies

1



Represented population
Prices are collected across the country but represented population varies by commodity

1. Maize
Retail prices are collected from 26 markets (6 in the North, 5 in the Center and 15 in the 

South)
Farm gate prices collected directly from farmers across all districts in Malawi

2. Selected legumes (Bean, Soybean, G/nuts & Pigeon peas)
11 markets (3 in the North, 3 in the Center and 5 in the South)

3. Other Cereals (Rice and Sorghum)
13 markets (5 in the north, 2 in the Center and 6 in the South)

4. Roots and tubers (Cassava, Irish potato & Sweet potato)
18 markets (4 in the North, 6 in the Center and 8 in the South)

4. Chicken, Eggs and Goats
18 markets (4 in the North, 5 in the Center and 9 in the South)

5. Fish
13 markets (3 in the North, 4 in the Center and 6 in the South)

Three monitors report prices from each market
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Data collection methods
At least three price monitors are recruited in each market
Data is collected by means of automated short message service (SMS) using Esoko
platform
Follow-ups are made by telephone the next day if needed
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Units of observation
All the retail price data is observed as time series data at the market 
level
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How to access data
Monthly and quarterly reports are regularly published on our website 
every month (https://massp.ifpri.info/)
Efforts are also being made to develop a systematic way of sharing the 
data in form of a dashboard with data download functions
The dashboard will also have some simple statistics like the average 
commodity price at national, regional and market level as shown in a 
sample dashboard next slide
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Contact information:

Thank YOU

Email: IFPRI-Lilongwe@cgiar.org
Website: https://massp.ifpri.info/

You can also subscribe to our mailing list by sending us an 
email with your full name, affiliation, and 'Subscribe to Market 
Reports' in the subject line.
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