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The Need for a New Soil Health Paradigm in Malawi: 
From Marginal Issue to National Priority
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Why a New Paradigm is Necessary: We Cannot 
Realize MW2063 with Degrading Soils?
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What Degraded Soils Cost Malawi Every 
Year
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Degraded Soils Widen the Productivity Gap 
for Key Staple Crops (e.g., Maize)

4



Soil Health Restoration is a High-Return Capital 
Investment, Not a Cost
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How We Invest in Our Soils Today Will Shape 
Our Future Development Trajectory
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Without Market Systems Development, Soil 
Restoration in Malawi Will Not Be Sustainable
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But, Market Systems Development Cannot Succeed 
Without Addressing Three Binding Constraints
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Regulatory Lag is Slowing Soil Health 
Restoration in Malawi
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The Procurement Readiness Gap is a Hidden 
Constraint to Malawi’s Development
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Beyond Subsidies: Why Malawi Must 
Embrace Soil Health Stewardship
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The 10-Year Malawi FSH-AP: A Potential Turning 
Point for Soil Health Restoration in Malawi
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Proposed Next Steps
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